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vate belief, in his journal, that if a superior, or even an equal,
English fleet encountered the French, the latter would infallibly
be beaten.

In order to lessen the danger of an encounter by sea, the
project of an invasion of Ulster was abandoned, but it was hoped
that a sufficient force had been collected to make an invasion of
Munster decisive.

One of the most remarkable facts in the history of this es>
pedition, is the almost entire absence of those naturalised Irish-
men, who had so long and so bravely fought under the French
standard. Great numbers of the very flower of the Irish race
had, during the past century, taken refuge in France, and the
three regiments of Dillon, Berwick, and Walsh, which had been
formed in 1689 out of the Jacobite refugees, and replenished by
the many Irish Catholics who fled from Ireland during the penal
laws, continued to the eve of the Eevolution. No regiments in
the French army had, for a hundred years, a higher record of
honourable service; but since the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, their
character had gradually changed. The severe law passed by the
Irish Parliament against those who enlisted under the French
flag, coupled with the abolition of the penal laws against the
Catholics, and with the great increase of industrial prosperity in
Ireland, had checked the tide of emigration to France, and the.
Irish element among the soldiers had been reduced to smal
proportions. The officers, however, were still Irish, or of Irisl
origin, and, to a large extent, representatives of distinguished
Catholic families.1 There was a time when such men would
have borne a foremost part in a French expedition for emanci-
pating Ireland from English rule. But the same desperate
fidelity with which their fathers had sacrificed home, and coun-
try, and fortune, for their faith and for their king, still conti-
nued, and the children of the exiles of 1689 were now, themselves,
enduring, for the same cause, proscription, confiscation, and
exile. With few exceptions, they ranged themselves against
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than I should do, to the decline of the     few Irish,' and that even the officers,

Stuart cause, in accounting for the     though of  Irish families, were   not

diminution  of the Irish element in     generally of Irish birth..   (Grattan's

these  regiments.     Grattan   said, in     Speeches, iii. 45, 46.)